Continuing hospital care in Scotland: a survey of consultant geriatricians.
We report a survey of Consultant Geriatricians in Scotland with regard to the provision of continuing geriatric care. There are wide variations in the numbers of patients that individual consultants are responsible for, the type and geographical site on which a service is provided, and also in views on the adequacy of staffing levels. Quality of physical surroundings and nursing care are generally thought to be more than adequate. Consultants believed their main contribution was providing expert medical advice, and felt their patients' quality of life could most be improved by increased diversional therapy. There are wide geographical differences in the number of private nursing and residential homes in Scotland but they have had some influence on the criteria for placement of patients in continuing hospital care.